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“A HEALTHY FUTURE FOR WESTERN AUSTRALIANS”, HEALTH REFORM COMMITTEE 
REPORT 

Statement by Minister for Health 
MR J.A. McGINTY (Fremantle - Minister for Health) [2.05 pm]:  I table the report of the Health Reform 
Committee, chaired by Professor Michael Reid.  For too long, unplanned and uncoordinated expansion of 
tertiary hospital services, a city-centric approach to service provision and the rewarding of financial 
mismanagement through budget enhancements have contributed to an inefficient and unsustainable health 
system in Western Australia.  The Reid report calls for massive, system-wide reforms, requiring unprecedented 
investment, during the next decade. The Gallop Government strongly supports this call and will implement all 
but one of the report’s 86 recommendations, including a major hospital reconfiguration. 

During the past 20 years, hospital bed numbers across Australia, including Western Australia, have steadily 
declined.  We will reverse this historical trend by opening more beds closer to Perth’s fastest-growing areas.  Up 
to 80 per cent of admissions to tertiary hospitals are for patients requiring secondary care.  Transforming four of 
our outlying secondary hospitals to general hospitals will improve the quality of medical care, ease pressure on 
our tertiary facilities and ensure better resource utilisation. 

We will establish two “super hospitals” through the amalgamation of Royal Perth Hospital and Sir Charles 
Gairdner Hospital and the building of a new 600-bed tertiary hospital south of the river, eliminating expensive 
duplication.  Specialist centres of excellence for major trauma, neurosurgery, and heart, lung and renal 
transplantation will be located at the two new sites.  King Edward Memorial Hospital will be rebuilt and 
collocated at one of the tertiary hospitals, while Princess Margaret Hospital for Children will remain at its 
current location.  The hospital restructure will also ensure that we can meet the predicted growth in demand for 
health care in the areas of mental health, aged care and rehabilitation. 

The Reid report also recommends increased focus on health promotion; better community-based aged care, 
mental health and Aboriginal health services; and an improved interface between general practice and the public 
health system.  By targeting early intervention strategies and health promotion - key recommendations of the 
report - we can reduce hospital admissions, relieve pressure on the system and deliver a better quality of life for 
those affected.  Regional health will also be boosted under the plan, ensuring country hospitals play a greater 
role in delivering high-level clinical services.  Once again, we are aiming to provide services closer to 
communities, with hospitals at Broome, Port Hedland, Geraldton, Kalgoorlie-Boulder, Albany and Bunbury to 
be developed as regional resource centres. 

Although the Reid report provides a vital framework for the future of health delivery in Western Australia, we 
are also committed to addressing short-term issues confronting our system.  During the past month alone, the 
Gallop Government has provided the foundations for a new deal for health, including: a $20 million initiative to 
open 332 extra hospital beds to ease pressure on hospital emergency departments during the peak winter-spring 
period; supporting plans for a $30 million comprehensive cancer care centre at St John of God Health Care’s 
Subiaco hospital to complement the public cancer centre of excellence at Sir Charles Gairdner Hospital; the 
treatment of the 500th patient under a new $10 million plan to reduce elective surgery waiting lists; providing an 
unconditional 3.4 per cent pay rise to the State’s registered nurses; resolving pay deals with doctors and other 
health professionals without industrial action; and providing 34 extra secure beds for acute mental health patients 
at Graylands and Bentley hospitals. 

Mr R.F. Johnson interjected. 

Mr J.A. McGINTY:  In extending thanks to Professor Reid and his committee for their visionary work, I also 
comment that the implementation of this report should enjoy bipartisan support so that all Western Australians 
can look forward to a healthy future.  

Point of Order 
Mr R.F. JOHNSON:  Look at the time!  This should be a ministerial statement, not a brief ministerial statement. 

Mr J.A. McGinty:  You’re a disgrace - an absolute disgrace! 

Mr R.F. JOHNSON:  I have just been called “a disgrace” by the Minister for Health.  If anybody is a disgrace, he 
is.  He has just made a brief ministerial statement on something of great significance to this State.  He should 
have done it correctly by making a ministerial statement so the Opposition would have a chance to respond. 

Mr J.A. McGinty:  Is this a point of order? 

Mr R.F. JOHNSON:  This is a point of order.  The minister went over his time by at least a minute.  This is 
trickery, once again. 
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Mr J.A. McGinty:  What standing order are you referring to? 

Mr R.F. JOHNSON:  That the minister is not presenting a brief ministerial statement in compliance with the 
standing orders.  Ministers get three minutes for a brief ministerial statement, not five.  To try to avert the 
Opposition from the opportunity to respond is a disgrace and I ask you, Mr Speaker, to call the minister to order.   

The SPEAKER:  The point of order is about time.  It is quite clear that brief ministerial statements are restricted 
by time and that ministers should endeavour to comply.  However, during the past two ministerial statements the 
level of interjecting was such that extra time should be given because the interjections were persistent.   

[See paper No 2232.] 
 


